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mystic  formula  to  apply  to  life  in  order  to  analyze 
its  purpose  and  its  normal  order.  Love,  starting 
from  the  very  center  of  life,  meets  wisdom  on  the 
way,  ancl  hand  in  hand  they  go  forth  into  use.  In 
use  is  to  be  found  the  concrete  expression  of  all 
that  is  high  and  holy.  Let  us  carry  from  this  con- 
sideration of  the  love  of  being  useful  this  tripartite 
key  of  all  knowledge,  love,  wisdom,  and  use;  and 
let  us  group  them  in  mind  with  this  marvelous 
quotation,  which  holds  the  very  gist  of  it  all,  "  wis- 
dom is  to  love  use." 

Paul  Sperry. 
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THE  BROADER  VIEW  OF  WAR. 
By  T.  Mower  Martin. 

THAT  the  root,  basis,  and  cause  of  the  present 
war  is  that  love  of  domination  over  others  which 
has  been  the  expression  of  "  man's  inhumanity 
to  man  "  since  the  earliest  accepted  records  of  his- 
tory were  written,  is  now  generally  acknowledged. 
It  remains  yet  to  be  shown  how  and  why  it  is  oc- 
curring at  this  particular  epoch  of  human  history. 
It  remains  also  to  show  its  connection  with  the 
decline  of  the  three  forms,  or  divisions,  of  the 
First  Christian  Church,  and  with  the  great  increase 
of  human  knowledge  since  the  invention  of  steam 
power,  whereby  man  has  obtained  command  of  the 
natural  forces  which  alone  have  made  its  horrors 
possible.  A  broader,  more  inclusive,  and  satisfying 
view  of  the  causes  and  effects  of  the  war,  and  of  the 
particular  end  or  purpose  it  is  serving,  which  may 
at  least  be  suggestive,  if  not  conclusive,  in  the  eyes  of 
all  readers,  is  the  object  of  this  paper.  Its  appeal 
is  to  that  rational  faculty  alone  which  is  known  as 
common  sense. 

The  reason  that  the  churches  of  today  have  failed 
to  reconcile  the  permission  of  this  terrible  conflict 
with  the  oversight  and  guidance  of  a  Divine  Provi- 
dence without  which  "  not  a  sparrow  falleth  to  the 
ground,"  is  that  they  do  not  know  that  they  them- 
selves are  intimately  a  part  of  its  cause,  and  will  be 
intimately  affected  by  its  results.  For  it  not  only 
sounds  the  death  knell  to  the  ruling  of  nations  by 
one  man  under  the  claim  of  Divine  sanction;  but 
also  to  that  of  ruling  by  means  of  religion,  with  all 
that  it  implies,  namely,  the  power  of  opening  and 
shutting  heaven  to  men.    Nor  can  we  understand 
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the  reason  of  its  permission  solely  by  a  study  of 
national  characteristics;  nor  solve  the  problem  by 
allowing  the  claim  of  any  nation  or  people  to  a  like 
predestined  elevation  above  their  fellows  on  account 
of  innate  superiority  or  culture;  for  in  the  present 
case  such  claims  have  been  made  by  those  who  have 
lowered  the  standard  of  man's  inhumanity  to  a 
greater  depth  than  history  records,  by  perverting 
the  new  powers,  given  to  men  for  their  betterment, 
to  the  wholesale  destruction  of  their  kind  with  the 
sole  object  of  enslaving  them.  For  the  whole 
trend  of  any  really  Divine  teaching  is  that  the 
human  race  as  the  children  of  one  common  Father 
are  to  come  eventually  into  a  condition  of  oneness, 
of  unity  of  life  and  purpose,  which  can  mean  only 
the  elevation  of  the  common  good  of  all  as  the  end 
and  aim  of  each  one.  "  I  in  them,  and  thou  in  me, 
that  they  may  be  made  perfect  in  one,"  the  Divine 
truth  in  men,  and  the  Divine  good  in  that  truth, 
that  all  mankind  may  realize  the  Divine  purpose  of 
mutual  love.  One  therefore  in  respect  to  justice, 
equity,  freedom,  mutual  help|,  and  co-operation,  in 
peace  and  goodwill. 

Also,  so  long  as  we  look  upon  this  war  as  being 
the  effort  of  one  nation,  —  or,  as  now,  a  combina- 
tion of  nations  of  like  character,  —  to  conquer  the 
rest  of  the  world;  astute  enough  to  prepare  in 
secret  for  it  for  many  years;  and  cunning  enough  to 
spy  out  all  the  weaknesses  of  others,  and  to  ar- 
range for  their  overthrow  in  a  certain  order;  while 
in  total  ignorance  themselves  of  any  real  Divine 
oversight  of  the  world,  but  in  their  hearts  worship- 
ing the  will  to  power,  and  the  blind  and  brutal 
force  necessary  to  bring  it  about;  just  so  long  shall 
we  form  no  conception  of  the  real  issues  at  stake, 
the  cause  that  lies  behind  the  whole,  and  the  end 
or  purpose  for  which  the  war  has  been  permitted. 
For,  wider  and  vaster  than  all  this,  it  concerns  not 
the  nations  of  Europe,  or  of  the  world  of  today 
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alone;  for  it  marks  the  close,  or  consummation,  of  a 
highly  important  stage  of  mankind's  history,  and  of 
its  career  upon  this  earth.  It  marks  also  the  begin- 
ning of  a  new  and  better  order  of  things,  not  by  any 
miraculous  agency,  but  through  the  sane  although 
bitter  lessons  of  experience;  for  so  only  can  man  be 
taught,  without  injury  to  his  real  manhood,  which 
consists  of  his  freedom  and  his  rationality. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  only  by  studying 
the  history  of  the  human  race  on  this  earth  from 
its  commencement  can  any  definite  conclusion  be 
reached  as  to  the  state  and  stage  of  progress  that 
has  made  this  war  necessary  as  a  means  to  teach, 
in  a  way  never  to  be  forgotten,  the  infernal  nature 
of  the  love  of  domination  which  knows  no  law  of 
conscience,  no  heaven  and  no  God,  apart  from  suc- 
cess in  its  schemes  of  self-aggrandizement;  and 
which  shrinks  from  no  torture  and  punishment 
to  secure  the  submission  and  abasement  of  its  ene- 
mies. Furthermore,  we  must  learn  how  and  why 
there  came  about,  beginning  a  hundred  and  fifty 
years  in  advance  of  this  war,  a  vast  improvement 
in  knowledge  of  what  are  called  the  secret  forces  of 
nature;  and,  for  the  first  time  in  human  history 
how  there  came  the  power  to  use  them  for  man's 
own  benefit  and  advantage.  Also  we  should  con- 
sider why  the  deterioration  of  religion  as  an  active 
force  in  guiding  human  life  and  actions  was  concur- 
rent with  the  increase  of  worldly  knowledge,  the 
spread  of  commerce  over  the  earth,  and  the  ac- 
cumulation of  wealth  and  the  means  of  convenience 
and  of  luxury  in  civil  life. 

And  in  the  background  of  all  our  representation „ 
or  interpretation,  of  this  epoch-making,  or  rather, 
epoch-made  war;  behind  even  the  history  of  the 
human  race  itself,  lies  the  question  of  the  cause  of 
the  existence  of  any  human  race  at  all,  and  of  the 
creation  of  the  illimitable  and  incomprehensible 
universe;    for  which  no  adequate  reason  has  been 
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offered  other  than  that  human  beings  should  exist 
upon  the  various  earths,  lit  and  warned  by  in- 
numerable suns,  and  be  prepared  for  a  more  real 
and  permanent  existence  than  the  ephemeral  and 
rarely  satisfactory  passage  of  a  few  years,  often  in 
a  struggle  for  existence,  which,  with  the  majority, 
is  known  as  human  life  on  earth.  In  estimating 
values  and  the  relations  of  things,  therefore,  the 
word  "  formative"  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  prop- 
erly applied,  and  even  that  word  must  be  limited 
to  the  more  external  and  fundamental  necessities 
on  which  a  truly  human  character  can  eventually 
be  built,  at  whatever  age  in  mundane  years  man 
passes  into  the  realm  of  realities,  out  of  the  shadows 
and  the  obscurity  induced  by  his  sensuous  and  cor- 
poreal envelope,  which  so  often  detrimentally  ob- 
scures his  vision. 

For  in  the  whole  vast  realm  of  creation  nothing 
exists  that  does  not  subserve  some  end  or  purpose, 
that  does  not  act,  or  is  not  acted  upon;  and  there 
is  no  other  valid  or  adequate  fruition  and  realiza- 
tion of,  and  from,  the  whole  stupendous  work  of 
creation  on  every  plane  of  life  than  the  formation 
of  heaven  from  the  human  race  of  every  earth  in 
the  universe. 

This  background  brings  into  true  perspective,  to 
just  the  extent  that  it  is  investigated  and  under- 
stood, the  history  of  the  human  race  on  this  earth. 
Especially  would  this  be  so  if  we  were  to  see  the 
whole  of  that  humanity  as  it  appears  to  its  Maker, 
namely,  as  one  Man,  whose  constituent  parts  or 
organs  are  the  various  races  and  nationalities,  whose 
varying  predilections,  ideas,  and  idiosyncrasies,  will, 
when  the  work  is  complete,  make  one  harmonious 
whole,  just  as  do  the  various  organs  and  limbs  in 
an  individual.  The  resemblance  is  more  easily  seen 
when  we  reflect  upon  the  fact  that  in  the  individual 
who  will  not  submit  to  instruction  and  guidance  as 
he  grows  into  manhood  there  is  the  same  antago- 
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nism  and  conflict,  wherein  his  various  passions  and 
sensuous  proclivities  desire  to  hold  sway  over  his 
higher  and  more  human  qualities;  so  that  only  after 
many  years  does  he  learn  to  bring  harmonious  order 
into  his  life,  even  when  he  is  sincerely  desirous  to 
do  so;  and  few  possibly  succeed  in  advancing  to 
complete  success  and  the  happy  contentment  which 
true  acknowledgment  of  what  constitutes  order 
brings  about;  few  arrive  at  the  conception  that  they 
themselves  are  only  an  infinitesimal  fraction  of  a 
larger  organization,  and  are  intended  to  be  of  serv- 
ice to  it,  and  can  be  really  happy  only  when  in  the 
faithful  performance  of  this  use  for  which  they  were 
created.  This  may  appear  to  be  an  unnecessary 
interpolation,  but  is  not  so;  for  every  man  perforce 
judges  every  thing  presented  to  him  according  to  his 
own  state,  both  as  to  will  and  as  to  understanding, 
so  that  where  recognition  and  acknowledgment  by 
the  understanding  with  the  consent  of  the  will 
ceases,  there  can  be  no  further  progress. 

The  knowledge  of  the  unity  of  mankind,  and  of  its 
decline  and  subsequent  development,  was  common 
among  the  earliest  peoples.  The  story  of  the  golden 
age  declining  to  silver,  copper,  and  iron,  comes  down 
to  us  in  slightly  varied  forms  from  several  nations 
of  antiquity,  as  well  as  in  the  book  of  Daniel  which, 
as  part  of  the  Word  preserved  for  the  use  of  wiser 
people  than  ourselves,  particularly  emphasizes  the 
white  stone  that  signifies  the  new  knowledge  of 
truth  that  we  have  already  entered  upon,  and  which 
by  becoming  a  great  mountain  and  filling  the  whole 
earth,  promises  an  immense  increase  of  them  among 
men  from  the  present  time  onwards.  For  the  smit- 
ing of  the  iron  and  clay  feet  of  the  great  image  in 
that  figurative  story  is  now  taking  place  in  Europe, 
and  standing  on  brute  force  by  the  love  of  domina- 
tion over  men  and  the  greed  of  possession,  will  no 
longer  be  permitted,  —  when  men  have  learned  by 
the    present    bitter   experience   that   opulence  and 
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eminence  are  not  the  highest  factors  in  human  hap- 
piness, and  that  temporal  things  are  useful  only 
when  they  promote  man's  eternal  welfare. 

It  would  require  a  volume,  and  a  large  one,  to 
trace  out  the  comparison  between  the  progress  of  the 
human  race  with  that  of  the  individual  mind  of  man 
in  anything  like  detail;  but  the  story  of  the  fall  of 
man,  which  was  really  the  close  of  the  Golden  Age, 
is  told  in  the  highly  figurative  or  correspondential 
language  of  the  early  chapters  of  Genesis,  written 
long  before  the  time  of  Moses,  when  in  both  speak- 
ing and  writing  men  used  natural  objects  to  repre- 
sent the  spiritual  things  from  which  they  originate, 
whence  came  the  hieroglyphic  writing  of  the  Egyp- 
tians later  on.  In  this  the  worm  and  serpent  form 
shadows  forth  that  life  of  the  senses  which  is  the 
beginning  of  all  external  temporal  life  in  men  and 
animals.  It  progresses  on  its  belly  in  the  dust  of 
the  ground,  and  when  it  persuades  the  woman, 
man's  natural  affection,  to  obey  it  and  take  it  for 
a  leader,  as  against  any  Divine  law  of  order,  there 
is  a  fall  of  man  whether  into  drunkenness,  gluttony, 
adultery,  or  any  crime  against  the  body  or  soul  of 
man,  and  so  against  man's  Maker.  For  the  Bible 
was  not  written  to  teach  history,  but  the  laws  of 
human  life  and  progress  on  the  moral  and  spiritual 
planes,  and  so  far  its  lessons  have  been  understood 
chiefly  on  the  moral  plane,  its  spiritual  interpreta- 
tion is  only  now  beginning  to  be  known;  for  without 
it  the  New  Age,  on  which  we  are  entering,  would 
have  no  guidance  but  the  worthless  opinions  of  men. 

The  long  ages  that  passed  between  the  earlier 
childlike  period  of  the  race  and  the  close  of  the 
Israelitish  church,  when  the  Jews  were  under  the 
dominion  of  the  Romans  and  paid  tribute  to  Caesar, 
may  be  said  to  represent  the  long  period  between 
the  age  of  five  and  that  of  twenty  in  an  individual, 
for  at  five,  or  thereabout,  the  desire  to  know,  to 
learn  simply  from  an  impulse  of  curiosity  and  not 
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for  the  sake  of  use,  commences  with  man;  and  with 
knowledge  comes  a  desire  for  power  and  ambition 
to  excel  others,  all  of  which  lead  to  fluctuating 
states  of  hope  and  disappointment,  which  in  the 
progress  of  the  whole  of  humanity  are  represented 
by  wars  and  peace,  and  the  rise  and  fall  of  religions 
and  empires,  till  the  Jewish  church  and  people 
were  dispersed  and  even  the  semblance  of  religion 
which  that  Mosaic  law  represented  with  its  sacrifices 
and  oblations,  —  all  merely  natural  representatives 
of  spiritual  things,  —  came  to  an  end.  So  that 
unless  the  beneficent  Creator  of  men  had  come  to 
rescue  mankind  by  infilling  a  human  form  more  im- 
mediately with  his  presence,  all  that  is  human  in 
man  would  have  perished  and  barbarism  such  as 
we  see  practised  by  the  Austro-German  armies  would 
have  destroyed  mankind  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

The  matter  and  manner  of  this  rescue  have  been 
from  the  beginning  of  it  misunderstood,  and  in  the 
progress  of  time  entirely  falsified  by  the  almost 
universal  error  men  make  of  looking  for  causes  on 
the  plane  of  effects,  and  so  of  materializing  and 
externalizing  everything  spiritual  to  bring  it  within 
sensuous  comprehension.  Thus  they  assumed  an 
angry  and  vindictive  Father  of  mankind,  insisting 
on  the  sacrifice  of  an  innocent  life  to  appease  Him, 
and  later  claimed  the  power  to  rule  over  men  as  His 
vice-regent.  They  had  no  conception  of  the  fact  that 
what  men  require  to  be  saved  from  is  themselves,  — 
the  evil  loves  of  domination,  of  lust,  greed,  and 
cruelty,  of  which  they  are  forms,  having  lost  the 
image  and  likeness  into  which  they  were  created. 

They  were  quite  unaware  also  that  the  accumu- 
lated generations  of  men  were  still  living  in  the  world 
of  spirits,  because  having  been  created  as  capable 
recipients  of  everlasting  life,  they  could  not  cease  to 
exist,  and  because  having  chosen  in  their  freedom 
the  evil  life  that  constitutes  hell,  they  were  at  that 
time  influencing  the  minds  of  men  on  earth,  and 
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thus  taking  away  their  freedom  of  will  and  thought; 
and  therefore  undermining  the  heavens  by  obstruct- 
ing men's  capacity  to  live  and  prepare  for  heaven  in 
freedom. 

Hence  they  could  not  see  that  the  process  of 
redemption  was  to  save  men  from  the  association 
and  urging  of  these  spiritual  beings  who  were  acting 
upon  their  own  hereditary  tendencies  to  evil,  — 
and  thus  to  save  them  from  their  own  selfhood; 
and  that  this  could  be  done  only  by  the  Divine 
presence  and  power  coming  down  to  the  natural 
place  of  human  life  itself,  and  for  a  time  utilizing 
a  natural  human  body  with  its  propensities  derived 
from  an  earthly  mother,  to  which  alone  any  access 
by  the  hells  could  be  had  in  the  form  of  tempta- 
tion; and  all  of  which,  when  their  purpose  was 
served  and  the  hells  reduced  to  order,  never  more  to 
overflow  their  bounds  and  intrude  into  men's  bodies, 
as  well  as  their  natural  minds,  were  dispersed  and 
dissipated. 

Neither  did  they  understand  any  more  than  the 
mass  of  mankind  does  today,  that  the  human  race 
on  this  earth  had  as  a  whole,  or  as  one  man,  arrived 
through  many  vicissitudes  at  that  stage  of  the  nat- 
ural man's  progress  when  he  enters  upon  the  use  of 
a  rational  faculty  of  his  own,  and,  putting  away 
childish  things  and  his  dependence  upon  parents, 
teachers,  and  associates,  begins  to  form  a  character 
of  his  own,  which  will  eventually  become  permanent, 
either  as  an  image  of  his  own  will  and  selfish  desires 
for  aggrandizement  and  domination,  or  as  an  image 
of  his  Maker  in  His  love  for  all  men  and  desire  to 
serve  and  save  them,  just  as  he  in  his  freedom  shall 
choose. 

It  would  seem  useful  here,  in  order  that  the  pro- 
gressive stages  of  man's  natural  life  may  be  easily 
compared  with  those  of  the  human  race,  to  insert  a 
very  brief  description  of  those  stages  or  degrees  of 
the  natural  mind  that  every  man  passes  through  in 
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his  progress  towards  maturity.  These  three  planes, 
or  successive  states,  are  the  sensuous,  the  scientific 
or  learning  state,  and  the  external  or  natural  ra- 
tional degrees. 

The  first  of  these  opens  as  soon  after  birth  as 
sense  impressions  are  consciously  felt  and  com- 
mence to  form  a  memory,  whence  they  may  be 
drawn  out  and  their  relations  and  difference  con- 
sidered, by  the  imagination,  which  is  the  will  or 
ruling  love,  using  the  intellect  to  shape  its  desires, 
and  the  first  distinguishing  or  characteristic  feature 
of  humanity.  Imagination  constitutes  therefore  the 
greater  part  of  child  life,  and  every  normal  child 
is  an  artist,  usually  an  actor,  but  sometimes  an 
embryo  musician  or  rhymester,  caught  by  the 
rhythm  of  notation  and  the  jingle  of  rhyme.  This 
period  is  equivalent  to  the  Golden  Age  in  the  history 
of  mankind. 

From  the  age  of  five  years  to  that  of  twenty  is 
the  scientific  and  educational  stage  of  development 
which  begins  with  the  question-asking  period,  when 
the  hard  facts  learned  by  experience  bring  down  and 
sometimes  almost  eliminate  the  imagination.  In 
this  stage  association  with  other  human  beings  widens, 
competitions  arise,  the  things  of  civil  life  are  learned, 
errors  and  mistakes  connected  with  puberty  arise, 
and  having  no  rational  faculty  of  his  own,  the  youth 
has  to  borrow  one  from  his  elders.  This  period 
corresponds  with  the  history  of  the  human  race  from 
the  age  or  dispensation  that  began  with  the  people, 
nations,  and  churches,  called  in  Holy  Writ  Noah 
and  his  descendants.  It  lasted  till  the  extinction  of 
all  true  knowledge  of  God  in  the  world,  and  the 
coming  of  the  Lord  to  redeem  mankind  from  their 
own  evil  devices,  and  to  establish  the  First  Christian 
Church. 

The  difference  in  scale  between  the  individual  and 
the  whole  human  race,  composed  of  so  many  na- 
tions and  tribes  in  its  two  hemispheres,  is  so  im- 


THE  NEW-CHURCH  REVIEW.  [October, 


mense  that  the  mind  cannot  easily  follow  out  the 
comparison;  especially  as  the  individual  passes 
through  his  successive  conditions  in  the  short  space 
of  fifteen  years,  and  no  one  can  fairly  estimate 
through  how  many  thousands  of  years  the  human 
race  has  been  struggling  upward  from  the  lowest 
conditions  of  savagery  and  cannibalism  into  which  it 
fell  after  the  Golden  Age  of  innocence  passed  away; 
and  no  one,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  attempted  to 
show  any  correspondence  between  the  two,  or  it 
might  be  more  easily  seen  that  the  gusts  of  passion 
and  outbreaks  of  temper,  with  rebellion  against  par- 
ents and  governors  when  the  boy's  will  is  thwarted, 
represent  on  the  larger  scale,  in  the  nations,  wars 
and  battles  caused  by  the  lust  for  power  and  desire 
to  dominate  others,  with  greed  for  their  possessions. 

For  the  civil  and  the  scientific  are  learned  and 
practised  in  both  cases  before  the  moral,  which  has 
also  in  both  cases  to  be  enforced  by  some  power 
outside.  In  the  youth's  case  it  is  the  parents' 
authority  and  the  force  of  public  opinion;  while 
with  communities  and  nations,  it  has  come  from 
Divine  revelation  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  bitter 
lessons  of  experience  on  the  other.  Although  in 
itself  morality  is  simply  the  law  of  natural  order, 
growth,  and  progress;  and  is  only  the  basis  and 
foundation  on  which  religion  can  be  built,  when  the 
Divine  Source  of  all  order  is  revealed  and  acknowl- 
edged. 

In  this  very  brief  account  of  the  development  of 
man's  natural  mind  one  can  recognize  his  own 
progress;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is  only 
the  external  and  preliminary  or  formative  stage 
that  is  here  spoken  of  which  serves  to  fit  man  for 
his  mundane  career  of  some  fifty  to  ninety  years, 
during  which  he  forms  his  real  and  permanent 
character,  which  prepares  him  for  some  use  in  the 
life  after  the  death  of  the  body.  This  use  may  be 
called  the  spiritual  counterpart  of  his  occupations 
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and  enjoyments  here.  The  spiritual  law  of  attrac- 
tion of  like  to  like  forms  societies  there  of  like 
character.  This  accounts  for  the  opposite  spheres 
of  heaven  and  hell. 

In  the  opening  of  the  third  stage,  which  completes 
the  natural  mind,  man  comes  into  his  own  life  and 
begins  to  form  a  rationality  of  his  own  which  makes 
him  a  man,  dependent  no  longer  on  others  for  his 
thoughts  and  decisions,  but  free  to  think  at  least  as 
he  pleases,  however  his  actions  may  be  circumscribed. 
As  he  assumes  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship  and 
of  home  and  family  life,  he  begins  to  appreciate  the 
value  of  morality  and  honesty  in  the  conduct  of 
others  towards  himself  and  his  own  family,  even  if 
he  does  not  personally  reciprocate  in  all  his  dealings 
with  others. 

For  this  is  the  external  or  natural  rational  de- 
gree, which  in  the  human  race  on  this  earth  entered 
upon  at  the  First  Coming  of  the  Lord  and  the  forma- 
tion of  the  first  Christian  Church.  Just  as  its  great 
use  with  the  individual  man  is  to  enable  him  to 
adopt  as  his  own  the  truths  and  good  habits  and 
principles  taught  him  by  parents  and  masters,  so 
by  the  teaching  of  the  Lord  the  first  Christian 
Church  was  provided  with  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  the  four  Gospels, 
containing  a  more  interior  view  of  religion  than  had 
been  accessible  before. 

In  both  cases  the  end  in  view  has  been,  and  is, 
to  inculcate  some  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  of  His 
Divine  laws  of  order,  and  to  lead  to  man's  obedience 
to  some  better  system  of  life  than  that  of  his  own 
selfish  desires.  But  this  in  both  cases  could  come 
only  by  degrees,  and  with  man  only  as  a  second  and 
higher  type  of  rational  faculty  begins  to  take  form 
within  him,  as  experience  teaches  him  that  other 
people  have  rights  that  he  is  bound  to  respect. 
For  as  first  the  exercise  of  his  first  rational  faculty 
makes  him  desirous  of  arguing  and  debating  every 
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question  from  an  assumption  that  his  point  of  view  is 
the  only  right  one,  superior  to  all  others.  This 
state,  we  know,  is  as  common  with  young  men  as 
the  earlier  question-asking  stage  is  with  boys  and 
girls.  And  we  all  pass  through  it,  except  those  who 
remain  in  it  to  the  end  of  their  lives  on  earth,  and 
never  get  rid  of  the  idea  that  they  are  a  superior 
class,  capable  of  wonderful  deeds  if  they  only  had 
opportunity,  leisure,  or  encouragement  to  begin. 
Consequently  in  this  first  rational  condition  men  are 
combative,  boastful,  and  vindictive  with  those  who 
do  not  acknowledge  their  superiority.  It  is  easily 
seen  how  this  condition  has  ruled  in  the  earth 
amongst  all  Christian  nations,  so-called,  since  Con- 
stantine,  the  Roman  Emperor,  made  Christianity 
the  popular  religion;  and  ruling  over  others  as  to 
what  they  should  believe,  and  how  they  should  sub- 
mit to  popes  and  councils,  took  the  place  of  service 
to  them  according  to  the  Lord's  example,  Who 
taught  us  to  "  render  unto  Caesar  the  things  that 
are  Caesar's,  and  unto  God  the  things  that  are 
God's,"  and  that  prayer,  alms-giving,  and  fasting 
are  to  be  done  by  individuals  as  such,  and  not  by 
the  ruling  of  priests,  or  of  one  man  over  another. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  as  each  state  of  the 
progress  of  the  individual  mind  does  not  spring 
suddenly  into  full  being  and  power,  but  has  its 
infantile  and  childlike  stages;  so  with  the  various 
progressive  states  of  humanity  at  large,  and  of  the 
churches  which  marked  the  successive  dispensations 
or  ages  through  which  the  race  has  passed.  It  was 
similar  with  the  first  Christian  Church,  which  in  its 
infancy  was  a  brotherhood  of  kindly  and  submissive 
souls,  firm  and  steadfast  in  its  trust  in  the  Lord, 
and  its  confidence  in  a  future  life  of  peace  in 
heaven;  but  when  popularity  and  power  arrived,  soon 
showed  its  correspondence  with  this  first  rational 
state  of  the  individual  mind,  which  it  represents  in 
the  history  of  the  race.    It  then  began  in  its  cor- 
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porate  and  clerical  capacity  to  take  away  freedom 
and  destroy  rationality  among  the  laity,  who  were 
later  made  to  conform,  in  their  professed  belief, 
to  a  ^ast  of  absurdities,  diametrically  opposed  to 
reason  and  common  sense,  with  which  the  Lord 
gifts  every  human  being.  Thus  were  they  brought 
body  and  soul  into  servile  bondage  to  their  fellow- 
men  who  claimed  to  be  appointed  by  God.  And 
thus  by  superstitious  fears  kings,  and  the  brute  force 
they  commanded,  were  brought  into  subjection  to 
the  so-called  spiritual  power  of  priests. 

And  so  we  come  now  to  consider,  under  this 
broader  view  of  history,  the  close  of  the  first  Chris- 
tian Dispensation  which  the  Lord,  when  on  this 
earth  in  human  form,  predicted;  and  a  part  of  the 
fulfilment  of  which  is  now  taking  place  before  our 
eyes.  But  before  entering  upon  it,  it  may  be  well 
to  consider  some  facts  that  are  too  often  overlooked 
in  the  study  of  history.  We  are  apt  in  speaking  of 
successive  epochs,  and  of  the  fall  of  empires  and 
dynasties,  to  consider  chiefly  the  principal  actors 
on  the  scene  and  ignore  the  vast  masses  of  common 
people  scattered  far  and  wide  who  go  on  their  way, 
many  quite  undisturbed  in  their  isolated  abodes, 
and  vast  numbers  of  whom  were  sometimes  driven 
with  their  children  and  cattle  off  to  the  mountains 
during  some  great  onslaught  and  disturbance;  but 
resumed  their  ordinary  occupations  within  a  year  or 
so,  with  no  more  great  trouble  for  perhaps  an  en- 
suing century.  For  thinking  first  of  the  rulers  and 
then  of  the  armies  they  command,  we  note  the 
sacking  of  cities  and  the  destruction  of  nearby  crops 
and  cattle,  but  overlook  the  wide-spread  host  of 
tillers  of  the  soil,  so  simple  and  ignorant  as  to  know 
little  more  than  the  name  of  their  distant  ruler,  and 
to  care  but  little  how  it  changes;  the  annual  op- 
pression of  the  tax  gatherer  being  much  the  same 
under  all  rulers.  But  these  vast  multitudes  are 
men  and  women,  and  go  to  make  up  that  race- 
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man  as  the  limbs,  the  larger  muscles,  the  bones  and 
sinews,  nails  and  hair,  go  to  make  up  the  human 
bodily  form  in  which  man  dwells  while  on  earth. 
And  every  one  of  them  ultimates  his  character  in 
deeds  of  some  kind  that  show  his  fitness  or  unfit- 
ness for  the  place  in  heaven  for  which  he  was 
created;  and  he  receives  all  necessary  instruction  in 
spiritual  things  when  he  passes  into  that  world 
where  thought  is  speech. 

For  with  the  race-man,  priesthoods  or  churches, 
and  religious  systems,  represent  various  kinds  of 
good  which  pass  away  when  they  deteriorate  into 
evils;  and  kings,  emperors,  and  governments  repre- 
sent the  various  kinds  of  truth  men  are  guided  or 
governed  by,  which  also  pass  when  they  too  deterio- 
rate into  falsities,  according  to  the  supreme  law  that 
nothing  is  allowed  to  exist  when  it  ceases  to  per- 
form some  use.  So  that  when  we  take  the  broader 
view  of  humanity  as  a  whole,  or  as  a  man,  and  look 
back  on  so  much  of  its  history  as  we  know,  which  is 
very  little,  we  may  well  believe  that  the  composite 
or  race-man,  in  his  slow  and  laborious  process  of 
recovering  from  the  fall  from  the  innocence  of 
infancy,  which  we  call  the  Golden  Age  has  passed 
through  states  and  conditions,  very  similar,  on  the 
great  world  scale,  to  those  that  the  individual 
passes  through  in  order  that  he  may  eliminate  the  evil 
tendencies  that  must  be  brought  to  his  knowledge 
by  temptations,  before  he  can  see  them  and  learn 
how  to  shun  them. 

I  assume,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  this  essay, 
that  the  above  rough  sketch  dimly  suggests  and 
shadows  forth  some  real  and  absolute  facts,  and  that 
the  race  of  men  on  this  earth  in  their  corporate 
capacity  have  reached  the  stage  which  in  the  individ- 
ual man  is  known  as  the  first  or  natural  rational, 
which,  starting  in  a  state  of  humility  as  in  the  first 
Christian  Church,  soon  developed  from  its  own  self- 
derived    intelligence,    a    claim    of    governing  and 
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dominating  over  the  minds  and  bodies  of  men,  and 
endeavored  to  destroy  both  the  freedom  and  the 
rationality  of  mankind,  until  checked  by  internal 
discord  and  division,  when  freedom,  at  least  of 
access  to  the  Word  of  God,  was  restored;  although 
rationality  was  still  further  obscured  by  a  new  false 
doctrine  of  predestination  and  salvation  by  intel- 
lectual belief  alone,  apart  from  the  life  of  goodwill 
to  men  which  constitutes  the  activities  of  all  heav- 
enly life. 

It  was  said  above  that  we  all  pass  through  this 
state  of  the  first  or  natural  rational,  except  those 
who  elect  to  remain  in  it  permanently,  by  confirming 
themselves  in  the  idea  that  they  really  are  superior 
to  the  rest  of  mankind.  It  has  been  intimated  also 
that  only  by  submission  to  a  higher  and  better  will 
than  the  desire  to  rule  over  others  as  our  servants 
of  lower  degree,  can  any  true  or  spiritual  rational 
state  be  opened  in  man.  If  we  apply  the  same 
rule  to  the  race-man  we  may  see  that  if  the  human 
race  on  earth  is  to  progress  any  farther  and  higher 
than  its  former  fluctuating  and  lamentable  condi- 
tions, whose  fruit  we  now  behold  in  Europe,  no 
other  possible  way  lies  open  to  us  but  to  acknowl- 
edge our  own  insufficiency,  our  utter  dependence 
upon  a  higher  power  than  our  own,  and  our  need  of 
co-operation  and  mutual  love  and  service  to  take  the 
place  of  striving  who  shall  be  the  greater  and  domi- 
nate the  rest. 

Thus  only  can  we  open  the  internal  rational  and 
spiritual  degree  of  humanity  and  live  in  it,  while 
our  external  mundane  existence  here  will  be  broad- 
ened and  filled  with  the  contentment  and  peace, 
whose  sphere  of  happiness  is  so  much  increased  by 
being  shared  with  many;  and  the  blessings  already 
provided  for  the  coming  of  a  new  age  will  be  used 
for  their  intended  purpose,  instead  of  being  made 
subservient  to  the  destruction  of  human  life  as  at 
present. 


578 


THE  NEW-CHURCH  REVIEW.  [October, 


It  seems  strange  to  many,  who  are  ignorant  that 
spiritual  laws  exist,  that  these  modern  discoveries 
and  blessings  should  be  provided  only  to  be  seized 
upon  for  evil  purposes;  but  the  law  or  method  of  all 
progress,  on  every  plane  of  life,  is  that  it  begins  at 
the  base  or  foundation  and  works  upward;  and 
these  modern  discoveries  which  began  with  the 
utilization  of  steam  in  broadening  communication 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  followed  by  electric- 
ity doing  the  same  work  more  and  more  rapidly, 
and  other  natural  forces,  such  as  explosives  —  all 
now  suborned  to  enable  the  lust  of  power  to  rule 
the  world  —  will  be  found  in  the  end  to  have  ma- 
terially aided  in  overcoming  that  same  lust,  and  in 
establishing  justice,  equity,  and  especially  co-opera- 
tion, among  men.  For  union  among  the  nations  is 
becoming  more  and  more  imperative,  as  the  pos- 
sibility of  what  we  may  call  the  intensification  of 
power  becomes  more  and  more  feasible  since  the 
world  is  now  learning  the  result  of  leaving  one  na- 
tion alone  for  years  while  it  is  preparing  secretly 
to  conquer  the  rest.  The  danger  of  this  will  be 
much  increased  in  the  future,  as  more  and  more 
powerful  explosives  are  constantly  being  discovered, 
and  the  powers  of  wireless  electricity  are  at  present 
only  beginning  to  be  known. 

Everything,  indeed,  points  to  the  communal  inter- 
ests of  men  coming  to  the  front,  and  being  made, 
as  they  should  be,  the  first  and  chief  concern  of 
mankind  —  when  they  do  not  in  any  way  override 
or  destroy  the  rights  of  individuals,  which  consist 
chiefly  in  the  liberty  to  use  the  rationality  that 
man's  Maker  has  given  him,  in  the  pursuit  of  some 
calling  suited  to  his  genius  and  disposition,  and  con- 
ducive to  the  common  welfare;  and  to  follow  that 
form  of  worship  or  religion  that  he  thinks  best,  in 
no  case  interfering  with  the  equal  freedom  of  his 
neighbor.  Then  each  must  do  his  part  also  in 
defending  his  country  from  aggression;    and  each 
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must  have  an  equal  share  in  the  use  of  the  three 
great  gifts  of  the  Creator  of  mankind  to  His  chil- 
dren, namely,  the  land,  the  water,  and  the  air, 
with  their  contents  and  indigenous  products,  without 
which  human  life  would  be  impossible;  and  the 
alienation  of  which  from  the  community  by  indivi- 
duals is  always,  and  forever,  a  crime. 

In  summing  up,  then,  the  Broader  View  contended 
for  in  this  brief  essay,  it  may  be  said  that  in  the 
first  place  it  consists  in  acknowledging  that  the  Di- 
vine Providence  permits  nothing  to  happen  that  can 
not  be  overruled  to  subserve  and  advance  the  forma- 
tion of  a  heaven  from  the  human  race  and,  secondly, 
that  the  human  race  on  this  earth  is  now  coming 
into  that  fuller  stature  of  manhood  in  which  the 
merely  natural  rational  which  man  shares  with  the 
animals  can  no  longer  be  allowed  to  exercise  its 
love  of  domination  and  rule  as  heretofore  by  brute 
force,  using  its  human  ingenuity  and  intellect  to 
invent  utterly  false  claims  of  Divine  approbation 
amounting  to  predestination. 

It  follows  therefore  that  it  was  necessary  that  this 
infernal  evil,  that  has  been  so  long  the  bane  and  curse 
of  mankind,  should  be  allowed  to  come  to  the  surface 
and  show  itself  in  all  its  heinousness,  impressing 
into  its  service  the  many  new  gifts,  made  to  man- 
kind, of  power  to  use  the  natural  forces  so  long 
stored  up  in  secret.  It  was  necessary  also  that  other 
nations  in  whom  the  same  evil  loves  predominate, 
should  be  permitted  to  join  in,  so  that  the  reign  of 
brute  force,  of  massacres  of  innocent  non-combatants, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  and  of  indiscriminate 
slaughter  of  all  who  held  different  religious  views, 
or  would  not  submit  to  be  slaves  of  a  ruling  caste, 
might  cease  from  among  men;  and  mankind  learn 
that  in  future  only  by  co-operation,  and  mutual 
help  and  service,  can  the  nations  prosper  and  enjoy 
that  life  of  peace  and  good  will  which  has  always 
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been,  and  now  is,  the  intention  and  will  of  their 
Heavenly  Father. 

For  when  we  look  back  at  the  spiritual  reign  of 
terror  under  the  popes;  at  the  stifling  of  all  liberty 
of  thought  and  rationality  under  the  Inquisition; 
and  at  the  claims  of  predestined  election  to  heaven 
from  grace,  or  from  immediate  mercy,  because  of  a 
profession  of  belief  on  the  approach  of  death,  we 
must  admit  that  after  the  close  of  its  Golden  Age 
or  infancy,  the  first  Christian  Church  has  been 
Christian  in  name  only,  but  not  in  deed  and  in 
truth;  also  that  no  real  reformation  of  the  civilized 
world,  that  can  bring  contentment,  peace,  and  pros- 
perity to  the  nations,  is  possible,  until  autocratic 
hereditary  rule,  whether  of  family  or  nation,  is  ob- 
literated from  the  world.  Besides  we  must  also 
confess  that  the  former  church  has  lent  itself,  its 
sanction  and  power,  to  the  oppression  of  the  people 
under  kings  and  emperors,  and  thus,  as  was  stated 
at  the  beginning  of  this  paper,  has  made  itself 
a  party  to  the  oppression  of  the  poor  and  needy, 
while  grasping  land,  and  accumulating  wealth  for  it- 
self, and  acquiescing  in  the  partition  of  the  land 
among  the  wealthy;  but,  in  no  case,  either  in  the 
Romish  or  Protestant  established  churches,  has  it 
championed  the  extension  of  rights  of  manhood  and 
citizenship  among  the  poorer  masses  of  the  people, 
but  has  taught  them  rather  the  duty  of  subservience 
to  their  so-called  betters. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  looking  forward,  and  bear- 
ing in  mind  the  Divine  oversight  that  allows  no 
evil  to  occur  except  to  maintain  human  freedom  of 
thought  and  action,  without  which  there  could  be  no 
human  race  and  no  heaven,  and  thus  no  field  for  the 
operation  of  Divine  Love,  we  can  see  that  this  love 
of  domination,  now  seen  in  its  true  light  and  known 
for  what  it  is,  once  destroyed  as  a  ruling  factor  in 
the  government  of  nations,  a  new  conscience,  or 
standard  of  action,  would  be  formed,  and  the  lessons 
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learned  in  this  war  against  the  enemies  of  mankind 
could  be  applied  to  both  communal  and  private 
life.  The  Lord's  Prayer,  the  Ten  Commandments, 
and  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  would  form  the 
keynotes  of  the  new  and  true  Christian  Church; 
communal  rights  would  be  restored  in  their  integrity, 
and  every  man  would  acknowledge  the  duties  he 
owed,  and  the  blessings  he  received,  from  his  fellows. 

All  government  will  then  be  recognized  as  service 
to  the  common  good,  and  all  service  will  be  graded 
as  use  done  according  to  the  capacity  and  fitness  of 
each,  thus  from  freedom  and  choice;  whereas  failure 
in  performance;  even  malfeasance  in  public  office, 
will  not  be  vindictively  punished,  but  by  reduction 
into  a  lower  and  more  menial  service;  the  punish- 
ment where  necessary  will  be  merely  working  under 
command  instead  of  from  free  will. 

What  has  been  written  here  is  not  founded  on  the 
mere  fancies  and  imaginings  of  an  individual  mind, 
but  upon  the  application  of  the  laws  of  Influx  of  the 
Divine  and  only  Life  into  human  beings;  of  the 
Discrete  Degrees  which  adapt  it  to  reception  by 
forms  on  various  planes,  of  which  the  human  form 
is  the  highest;  and  the  happy  result  just  predicted 
as  impending  in  the  future  of  the  race,  whose  truly 
human  life  is  just  beginning  on  this  earth,  will  not 
be  the  result  either  of  happy  accident,  or  of  Divine 
command ;  but  will  evolve  or  develop  in  correspondence 
with  man's  free  and  reciprocal  acceptance,  as  his  own, 
of  the  Divine  Will,  which  is  the  same  as  the  Divine 
Love,  and  with  his  co-operation  with  his  Maker  and 
Redeemer  in  carrying  out  the  plans  made  for  his 
own  happiness. 

These  plans  are  the  laws  of  Divine  order  whereby 
man  is  kept  in  equilibrium  between  good  and  evil, 
that  he  may  choose  the  one  and  reject  the  other; 
and  all  these  laws  he  now  can  study  and  know,  for 
they  all  can  be  deduced  from  the  Word  of  the  Lord. 
But,  however  great  or  little  his  knowledge,  his  own 


582 


THE  NEW-CHURCH  REVIEW.  [October, 


voluntary  and  active  part  consists  in  looking  upon 
all  his  fellows  as  brethren,  whom  it  is  his  business  to 
serve  in  every  way  he  can.  For  this  is  the  life  of 
heaven,  and  those  who  do  not  want  to  practice  it, 
do  not  really  want  to  go  to  heaven,  but  to  some 
imaginary  place  where  they  will  have  nothing  to  do 
but  enjoy  themselves. 

In  other  words  altruism,  as  taught  by  the  Lord 
and  Savior  of  mankind,  is  the  life  of  heaven  and  of 
the  angels  there,  with  all  the  rest  and  recreation 
necessary  to  make  a  well  balanced  life,  as  a  little 
consideration  will  show.  For  the  man  whose  whole 
interest  and  concern  is  concentred  on  himself  alone 
is  evidently  desirous  to  make  himself  paramount, 
and  all  things  subservient  to  his  interest.  But  if  he 
cares  for  the  welfare  of  others  besides  himself,  — 
first,  that  his  children  may  be  good  and  useful 
citizens;  next,  that  his  neighbours  may  share  with 
him  in  his  prosperity,  and  learn  to  live  healthful, 
happy,  and  useful  lives;  then,  that  his  country  may 
be  defended  from  aggression,  even  at  the  cost  of 
his  possessions  and,  if  need  be,  of  his  life;  and 
further,  if  he  devotes  his  time,  his  means,  and  his 
knowledge,  to  spread  abroad  among  mankind  wider 
views  of  toleration,  of  co-operation  and  of  mutual 
protection  against  the  lust  of  power,  it  is  plain  that 
he  is  a  good  citizen  of  the  world.  And  if  he  does 
all  this  because  it  is  carrying  out  the  will  of  his 
Maker,  it  is  plain  that  such  a  man  is  a  good  citizen 
of  heaven  —  for  thus  he  abrogates  all  claim  to 
honor  and  glory  for  himself,  and  ascribes  it  to  the 
Divine  Being  Who  makes  His  sun  to  shine  on  the 
evil  as  well  as  on  the  good,  and  causes  His  rain  to 
fall  upon  the  just  and  the  unjust. 

T.  Mower  Martin. 


